
 

I’ve been systematically re-reading the gospels recently in an attempt to update my under-
standing and application of Jesus’ gracious expectations.  In Matthew 11:12, he says some-
thing that is hard to understand:  From the days of John the Baptist until now the king-
dom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force. 
 
These words follow on the heels of His words about John the Baptist’s break from the tradi-
tional image of a “religious person.”  He says, in effect, “If you went out to see Mr. Cool-and-
Sophisticated, he had to be a disappointment!” 
 
There’s something blunt, rough, and unpolished about Kingdom people.  Yet we’re called to 
be gentle, harmless, gracious, and hospitable, too.  How do those traits merge?  I believe the 
answer is in our spirit—the way we approach spiritual things.  A Kingdom person is never 
called to reduce his or her sensitivity toward people, tenderness in loving, or generosity of at-
titude.  To the contrary, you can count on a genuine believer to mature into a lovely lady or a 
real gentleman. 
 
But when you get that lady or gentleman face-to-face with a spiritual challenge, she or he will 
become violent.  The person will become indignant with the gall of the devil to attempt to en-
croach upon a realm where Christ has worked redemption.  Such believers are impatient with 
demons and antagonistic toward any of hell’s working.  A person who has begun to under-
stand the nature of the spiritual struggle will be kind in demeanor toward people, but vicious 
in his or her prayer life and spiritual warfare. 
 
We don’t need “mild-manner Clark Kent” saints when super-prayer is the order of the day.  
There are times to get down on the prayer-bones, call out with strong cryings, seek hard after 
God, and strike down the work of the devil. 
 
For those very reasons, we are approaching the 2010 Regional Camp Meeting under the 
theme—Beyond the Call.  The Lord is calling us to take extra steps, go the extra mile, do 
whatever it takes, to enter into His victory.  The Lord wants to bring us all to a place of under-
standing that obstacles yield before us only by forcible praying.  He will intervene proportion-
ate to our willingness to execute God’s will in authoritative praying. 
 
Make your plans to join your Great Lakes Region Church of God family the week of June 
23—27, 2010 and let’s contend together for the advancement of the Kingdom and in our per-
sonal lives. 
 
     - Pastor Darrell Rice 
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When Pastor Livingston arrived at Central Church of God in Charlotte, NC 
in 1977, the membership was 22. Under his ministry and leadership, the 
church has grown to its present membership of over 7000.  Central has three 
worship services with an attendance of over 7000 people. Pastor Livingston©s 
ministry is well known throughout the country, as he presently serves as the 
voice of Forward in Faith, the international radio program for the Church of 
God. He currently serves on the Church of God Executive Council, and as a 
member of the State Council for the state of North Carolina. 

He graduated from Lee College in Cleveland, TN in 1977 with a Bachelor of Science in 
Biblical studies. He also received a Doctorate of Divinity Degree from Lee. 

Pastor Livingston married the former Sandra Weatherby in 1973, and they are the parents 
of four daughters and five grandchildren. 

 
Dr. Tim Hill currently serves as First Assistant General Overseer of the 
Church of God.  Prior to election to the second highest position in our 
denomination he was Administrative Bishop in Southern Ohio and 
Oklahoma.  One of the youngest to ever be elected to the International 
Executive Council (at age 34), he has distinguished himself as a dynamic 
preacher, singer and songwriter—having won many awards from the 
Gospel Music Association for his prolific writing and extraordinarily anointed 
singing. 

2010 CAMP MEETING SPEAKERS 

FRIDAY/JUNE 25 CAMP MEETING MISSIONS EMPHASIS 

In an effort to bless the ministers traveling to the camp meeting the Regional Council 
extends the offer of FREE housing with daily continental breakfast to ministers from 
Wisconsin and Upper Michigan.  An information sheet is included.  Lodging reservations 
are on a first-come, first-serve basis.  Priority is given to pastors whose primary income is 
derived outside the church through secular employment.  Information is enclosed. 

FREE CAMP MEETING LODGING 

2010 CAMP MEETING 
Pastors Freddie and Mary Gaye Steel and Life Ministries Church 
of God (6600 W. 127th Street, Palos Heights, IL 60463) are once 
again hosting the Great Lakes Region Camp Meeting—June 23—
27, 2010.  Their kind hospitality, comfortable facilities, and deep 
sense of spiritual calling to serve the region in this manner make for 
an unbeatable combination with the promise of an extraordinary 
time together.  Make your plans to be in every service. 
 

Life Church � 6600 W. 127th Street �  Palos Heights, IL 60463 

Our region has adopted The Cry of Albania as our World Missions challenge for 2010.  
Each church is asked to bring an offering for the Albania project to the Friday night 
missions emphasis service—June 25, 2010, 7:00 p.m.  During the month of May the 
challenge is for every person to contribute $48 toward the advancement of the work of the 
Church of God in this unfolding harvest field.  A brochure is enclosed. 

 NORTH SIDE & TABERNACLE OF PRAISE MERGE  

After several years of sharing a building and ministry outreach, Pastor Ramses Bertrand  
and Pastor Oswald Nelson have negotiated a merger of the two congregations—now 
called North Side Tabernacle of Praise Church of God. 
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FOX LAKE—THE EDGE GROWING INTO A BUILDING 
Church planter Kimberly McCormick is making inroads into the hearts of key leaders in Fox 
Valley, IL.  The result is a growing ministry with the support of community and business 
leaders.  They’ve grown beyond their downtown storefront and now have the opportunity to 
purchase a 4,000 sq. ft. church building just a block and a half away.  The building is 
valued at more than $260,000 and they can purchase it for $150,000.  Regardless of 
whether or not they complete the purchase we are designating our Acts-in-Action gifts this 
month The Edge Church of God (check out their website at www.edge-church.com) to 
assist them as they impact this community with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

Enclosed is an Acts-in-Action envelope.  Any gift you give this month—large or small—will 
immediately go to advance the work of the Lord in Fox Lake. 

UPDATES 
Our deepest sympathies to . . . 
 Pastor Howard and Joyce Hendrix (Evanston, IL) and their families on the recent 
passing of Joyce’s mother, Mrs. Frankie Gilmer (Chicago) on May 1, and Joyce’s 16-year-
old niece, Cierria Thomas on April 25.  Both died as a result of injuries sustained in a 
house file.  Pam Flowers-Thomas—long-serving treasurer of the Victory Worship Center 
Church of God (Chicago) — is the mother of Cierria and daughter of Mrs. Gilmer as well. 
 

Please pray for . . . 
 Pastor Brice Quinn (Geneva, IL) underwent back surgery on May 25 and will be in 
recovery and physical therapy for several weeks. 
 

Transitions . . . 
 Pastor James Gambill (Sauk Village, IL) has resigned as pastor of the Sauk 
Village Church of God after serving 24 1/2 years.  He plans to continue teaching and 
preaching as the Lord opens doors.  He may be contacted at 708 466-1909. 
 Pastor Michael Galles (Aurora, IL) has resigned as pastor of the Indian Trail  
Church of God and has accepted the pastorate of the Cabo English Church in Cabo San 
Lucas, Mexico.  He will relocate to Mexico the first week in June. 
 Pastor Jeff Holt (Beach Park, IL) has resigned as pastor of the Cathedral of 
Praise, Church of God in Beach Park, IL.  He is relocating to the Daytona Beach, FL area 
to serve on the staff of a large church and pastor one of their satellite congregations. 
 Pastor Anthony Lee (Chicago, IL) is the newly appointed pastor of the Midway 
Church of God.  He will merge his gypsy congregation—Soldiers for God Ministries—with 
the Midway Church. 
 

Congratulations to . . . 
 Basil Graham (North Chicago, IL) for successfully completing the examinations to 
advance to the rank of Ordained Minister in the Church of God. 
 Mario Hristov (Bulgarian Evangelical Church of God/Des Plaines, IL) for 
successfully completing the exam to receive his Exhorters Certificate. 

VICTORY WORSHIP CENTER HOSTS ANNUAL CULTURAL MIX 
 

Pastor Christopher Lewis and the Victory Worship Center Church of God (3750 N Neva, 
Chicago) invite everyone to their annual cultural mix—June 4 & 6.  For more information 
visit their website at www.victoryworshiponline.com. 
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Hannah 
Heimann 

Primary Camp 

Derek Jones 
Junior Camp 

Jason Garner 
Teen Camp 
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